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Boys Town Jerusalem is a unique ‘community of youth’ 
where boys from every economic, social and cultural 
background acquire an inspiring technical, Torah and 
academic education which is so vital to Israel.
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As the 2011-2012 school year 
began last September, Boys Town 
Jerusalem students were once again 
making history. The results and 
the rewards have been remarkable.  
Boys Town Jerusalem was the 
first AND ONLY high school 
in Israel to offer a curriculum in 
“Open Source Computer Operating 
Systems” (the Oracle Corporation’s 
“OpenSolaris”). Last week, five 
of our seventeen pioneer students 
were invited to present their senior 
projects to the Israel-based Oracle 
Users Group Forum, a gathering of 
the top echelon of Israel’s computer 
professionals. 

The students’ presentation left much of the audience visibly stunned. 
“We’ve been in the field for years,” one participant told the students, “but 
you have already grasped the essentials at the early age of 18! You have a 
gift for life!” 

“The Boys Town students are superstars,” declared Haim Zadok, the 
renowned expert in Open Systems who was named by the Education 
Ministry to design the high school curriculum. Zadok has worked closely 
with the Boys Town program, headed by instructor Shlomo Saruk.   

As the students spoke, Saruk could hardly contain his emotions and his 
pride in their knowledge and confidence. “These 17 seniors studied the 
CISCO networking management program in grades 10 and 11, and 
then pioneered the very different Solaris studies as seniors. Their drive 
to learn was intense—we could not 

give them enough. The results: their 
average grade on the bagrut (national 
matriculation) exam was 85%, and 
six students scored 100%!”, Saruk 
reported. 

Open Source systems are based on 
the groundbreaking “Solaris” system 
created by Sun Microsystems, now a 
part of Oracle Corporation. In 2011, 
Boys Town Jerusalem was selected 
by Israel’s Ministry of Education to 
pioneer the Solaris curriculum. This 
follows a Boys Town milestone in 
2000 when we were the first high 
school designated as the center of 

instruction for the CISCO Networking Management Program. Today, 
Boys Town is the country’s only high school licensed to prepare students in 
both CISCO and ORACLE commercial systems. A number of the current 
graduates are in the final stages of CCNA certification as CISCO Certified 
Network Associates, certified to install and operate communications 
networks for CISCO Systems, Inc.

“The Solaris course is quite complex and we still lack the proper quantity 
and quality of computers and infrastructure,” Shlomo Saruk noted. “Yet, 
despite the shortcomings, our students are in the highest demand by the 
IDF and the hi-tech industry. They have knowledge and skills far beyond 
any other high school graduate in the country.” 

For his part, Shlomo Saruk is now preparing for a bumper year to come. 
“Nearly 50 new seniors have registered for the Computer Networks class 
for the upcoming school year. Among them are new immigrants from 
Boys Town’s Ethiopian and French programs, whom I have been teaching 

computer studies for several years. 
This will be a special accomplishment 
for them as well.”

Boys Town Jerusalem Impresses the Pros
First and Only High School in Israel on Oracle System 

     Shana Tova 

Happy New Year
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This newsletter could not be published 
without the help of the Boys Town Jerusalem 
team in Israel. We thank Rabbi Moshe 
Linchner, Dean; Eddie Wolf, Director of 
Public Relations, Yoni Strimber, Development 
Executive; and Melanie Rosenberg, of Media 
Plus, Israel for their patience and support.

Canadian Friends of

Kiryat Noar Yerushalayim

Boys Town 
Jerusalem

Following months of careful review, Jonathan Strimber, International Development Executive and 
Rabbi Ronald Gray, Executive Vice President at Boys Town Jerusalem, Kiryat Noar Yerushalayim, 
announced the launch of a ten million dollar 
Capital Campaign (all in USA Dollars) that is 
aimed to create important and very much needed 
renewal of many facilities at the school.

“With up to one thousand young men and faculty 
using the facilities each year, it is not surprising 
that certain frequently used areas in the school 
have become worn and require renovation or 
upgrade.” stated Gray.” “Every upgrade results 
in major operating cost savings. For example,” he added, “Last year, as reported to our friends in 
Canada, the school installed solar energy panels on the roof of the main building. This has enabled 
us to save many energy dollars even in its first year of operation.”

Boys Town Jerusalem will continue to strive to make the school an environmentally friendly place. 
Fifty-two classrooms will be renovated with the guidance of the Israel Green Building Association 
(IGBA). Among the most notable improvements will be an environment compliant inverter HVAC 
system, double paned insulated windows, LED or T5 fluorescent lighting, wall insulation, sensors 
that will control classroom electricity, lead-free environment friendly paint as well as a recycling 
system in all classrooms. New desks and chairs will replace equipment that is almost forty years old.

Strimber explained, “Educational facilities have been maintained and upgraded through the support 
of generous donors over the years. Programs and program enhancements similarly have been 
improved.” “However,” he stated, “attention must be also given to the infrastructure and these are 
often areas that are not as attractive for naming opportunities. However, an essential component 
of providing a top-drawer education for Boys Town students is providing them with a residential 

facility that works. To that end, we are committed 
to renewal or renovation of washrooms, dormitories, 
heating and hot water boilers, kitchen, as well as 
study and recreation space.”

There is an urgent need to create facilities in the 
dormitories where students can practice their 
computer science studies, carry out academic 
research and complete homework assignments. 
“Currently,” emphasized Strimber, “There are very 
few computers in the dorms. Between the hours 

of 6:00 PM and 11:00 PM, students must rotate on alternating days in order to complete their 
assignments. 

During the first stage of the Capital Campaign,” he continued, “We propose to renovate 
two computer rooms, each equipped with thirty workstations to enable 60 students to work 
simultaneously. These spaces will require overall renovation, new furnishings, new computers and 
updated networking infrastructure and programming.”

Rabbi Gray has called upon Boys Town Jerusalem’s long-time supporters around the world to 
once again come forward and place their personal signature on the 2012 Capital Campaign whose 
leadership will inspire a new generation of builders. 

New Capital Campaign 
Launched

Before.

Architect’s rendering of future classroom.
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Junior High Graduation at Boys Town Jerusalem
Doors Close – Doors Open
June is graduation month pretty much all over the world. It is a time for 
young people at every stage of their development and education to close the 
door on what is usually several years of learning and prepare for new and 
exciting challenges ahead.

So it was at Boys Town Jerusalem last month as 85 young boys graduated 
from the Gralla Junior High School Program and prepare to enter the 
ninth grade and high school. Joining them on this momentous occasion 
were more that 180 of their parents, all of their teachers, administrators and 
guests.

Rabbi Meir Linchner, Associate Dean expressed the hope that the 
graduates are prepared to take on the mantle of leadership that is expected 
of Boys Town students. He challenged them to work hard and maintain 
and develop positive characters traits and the rest would take care of itself. 

Following a musical interlude from the Boys Town choir and musicians, 
certificates of graduation were distributed by Rabbi David Twersky, 
Principal of the Junior High School. 

Most of the 85 graduates have received substantial scholarship assistance in 
the last two years. Some have celebrated their Bar Mitzvahs at the school 
and with their families enjoy very close ties to the school. 

Comprehensive Interdisciplinary Technology (C.I.T.)

The Comprehensive Interdisciplinary Technology (CIT) Program at Boys Town 
Jerusalem fosters curiosity and a passion for research among our students. Some of 
their student projects have practical application and others are purely theoretical, 
but all represent years of intense study. Each year, some of these projects are chosen 
to represent Boys Town at the National Exhibit of Technology in the Davidson 
Institute for Science of the prestigious Weizmann 
Institute of Science in Rechovot.

With ever-increasing automobile congestion 
plaguing cities and towns across the globe, 
senior C.I.T. high school students have devised 
a prototype for a futuristic, fully automated 
multi-level parking facility to alleviate parking 
problems.

Applying their knowledge of physics, 
electromagnetics, optics, and computer 
programming, 12th graders Itai Alfasi, 
Arie Asuline, Mor Bavli, and Maor Cohen 
coordinated efforts to build the model facility, 

which includes four carefully balanced motors. Arie explains, “From the 
moment the driver enters the facility, takes a ticket from the machine 
and leaves his car, the automated process takes over.” Maor continues and 
demonstrates, “Cameras photograph the car and license plate, transmitting 
the digital images to a microcontroller. A complex algorithm calculated by 

the students enables the system to identify the car, its length, 
and color. Once the system computes which available parking 
space is closest, an order is sent to a robotic forklift (acting 
as an elevator) to reach out and lift the car. As one robot lifts 
the car, another is waiting to remove it at the proper level of 
the parking facility, placing it neatly in the designated parking 
space. For safety’s sake, while the auto is in motion, a red 
light blinks throughout the parking process. When the driver 
returns to retrieve his car, the system goes into reverse. Once 
the vehicle is returned to the driver, payment is made via credit 
card to complete the totally automated, rapidly circulating 
parking experience. The entire facility is built and programmed 
to insert the greatest number of cars in the smallest space 
possible, using robots to eliminate the need for manpower to 
drive the cars—or to decide where to park them.”

Controlling Traffic and Gridlock
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BTJ will recite Kaddish and observe Yahrtzeit – Please call 416.789.7241

French Students Flock to BTJ in   
Record Numbers

Against the backdrop of rampant anti-Semitism in France, a number of 
French teenagers recently came to Paris to take the first step on a journey 
that will lead them to Israel—alone, but will be the precursor that will 
bring their families closer to joining them in Israel for good.  

The teenagers were registering to join Boys Town Jerusalem’s “Na’ale Tsion” 
program, which provides a nurturing educational and “home” environment 
for French high school students who come to Israel without their parents. 
Due to the record number of applicants, a first-time additional registration 
session will soon be held. “Something is happening in France,” notes Na’ale 
Tsion instructor Rabbi Eliahou Touitou. “Jewish parents throughout the 
country are looking to send their children to the safety of Israel, with the 
hope that the entire family will follow shortly.”

According to Rabbi Touitou, there is a new urgency felt at the top levels of 
Jewish communal leadership. Several weeks ago, Chief Rabbi of France, 
Gilles Bernheim (the 2011 Na’ale Zion commencement speaker) invited 
Rabbi Touitou to address the prestigious Congress of French Rabbis on 
how the rabbis can best help prepare children to study in Israel. “The 
request was unprecedented, and one that reflects the new importance 
the French Jewish establishment places upon being in Israel. While the 
Congress certainly did not promote panic among the Jewish community, it 
strongly cautioned against feeling too comfortable in today’s France.”

Boys Town Jerusalem began the Na’ale Tsion 
program in 2001 to provide an excellent 
French-language curriculum of academic 
and Jewish studies. Intensive Hebrew lessons 

enable the students to soon study technological subjects together with 
their Israeli counterparts. Na’ale Tsion students also enjoy regular tiulim 
throughout Israel, and a variety of extra-curricular activities.

Through the years, a significant number of Na’ale Tsion students have 
welcomed their families as new immigrants to Israel. The vast majority 
of Na’ale Tsion alumni have remained in Israel, served in the IDF, and 
pursued university degrees and advanced Jewish studies. Many have 
married and started families, and most are working in hi-tech and 
commerce. Several have already excelled, with a Na’ale Tsion student 
placing second in the world in the 2006 Intel International Science and 
Engineering Fair (ISEF), and two grads cited as exemplary IDF soldiers by 
President Shimon Peres in 2009.  

This year’s Na’ale Tsion students brushed with tragedy when their former 
teacher Rabbi Jonathan Sandler, OBM, was murdered in a terrorist attack 
in Toulouse. Rabbi Touitou notes that the agenda of the recent French 
Rabbinical Congress was set well before the Toulouse attack. “It was 
the increasingly dangerous security situation for the Jews of France—
despite important legislation by the French government to combat the 
phenomenon—that drove the Congress to call the rabbis together in search 
of ways to assist families concerned for their future.

“Lift up your eyes and see – Your sons are coming to you from afar”
. . . Isaiah 49:18
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Boys Town Cultivates Prestigious  

When Daniel, Yonatan, Lior, Ben, Liran, Maor and Zvika graduated from 
the Boys Town Jerusalem College of Applied Engineering (CAE) in June, 
they had no idea that they would be cited for special recognition by both 
the school and the Israel Air Force for their end-of-year electronic projects. 
The seven were among the exceptional group of BTJ students who have 
been accepted to join the esteemed Shachak Program which trains soldiers 
for Air Force technical support teams to construct and maintain aircraft.
The CAE program was launched almost forty years ago as a partnership 
between the school and the IDF. Following a two-year deferment from the 
service, they enlist in IDF for a minimum of four years as qualified applied 
engineers. The Shachak program was initiated in 2007 and more than 100 
BTJ grads have gone on to complete this highly specialized program.

The seven featured boys come from Ashdod, Bet Shemesh, Ashkelon, and 
Jerusalem but their families came to Israel from Morroco, Yemen, India, 
Lybia and Iraq several years ago. Many of the boys spent up to seven years 
at Boys Town Jerusalem.

Whether bathed in light or shrouded in darkness, a controlled level of light 
is vital for work and study environments, as well as a host of other uses. 
To this end, Daniel devoted his senior project at the College of Applied 
Electronics (CAE) to assembling a device to measure and monitor the 
intensity of light.

The system is based on the use of three light sensors, strategically 
placed to measure the intensity of light throughout the room. An 89c52 
microcontroller receives the data from the sensors and converts the analog 

light waves to digital, for display on a liquid crystal display (LCD). The 
screen projects a constant indication of the range of light levels, from 0 to 
100%.

In an attempt to enable the blind to enjoy playing a board game that 
requires dice, Yonatan devoted his senior project to creating a talking “die” 
cube that announces what number has been tossed.
 
The device works upon the ingenious use of a small photo diode placed 
inside the cube, along with the microcontroller and a sound chip. When 
the die is thrown, the photo diode determines which of the six sides 
lands on top by sensing where there is the most darkness (indicating 
that the opposite side is face up). The data is transmitted instantly to the 
microcontroller, which activates an audio response with the number. “Six!” 
“Three!” Whatever the chances, the blind player has a fair shake in playing 
a match with Lady Luck.

When Uzi Landau, Israel’s Minister of National Infrastructure visited the 
campus to receive the Senior Projects, he was in awe of the high level of 
technology the graduates were using. He expressed the feeling that these 
boys were now set for life!

“Boys Town Jerusalem helped me a great deal,” remarked Liran. “There is 
a close personal relationship between teachers and students, from financial 
help to academic tutoring. My studies at Boys Town were more than 
worthwhile. I had the BEST education here,” he said. 

Israel Air Force Benefits from BTJ Training

If you have considered leaving Boys Town Jerusalem a bequest in your will,  
please be sure your professional advisor receives this information.

All gifts designated to benefit Boys Town Jerusalem in Bayit Vegan, Israel are to be made to:
Canadian Friends of Boys Town Jerusalem

200 – 2788 Bathurst Street, Toronto ON  M6B 3A3

And when you let us know about your plans, 
we will be pleased and proud to recognize your gift in your lifetime.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
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Summer vacation for 25 tenth graders at Boys Town Jerusalem began with 
a grueling, intensive and extremely demanding “boot camp” to boost their 
mental stamina. Three weeks later, 25 alert, confident champions emerged, 
equipped with skills and knowledge they will use for life. 

These students were selected to attend the “Project Michael” course, 
an Israeli-developed (and exported) program to help build emotional, 
intellectual and behavioral potential. Conducted for the top echelons of 
the Israeli military and hi-tech realms, Project Michael’s (in Hebrew, an 
acronym for “fulfilling individual potential to attain excellence”) course is 
also offered in a limited number of Israeli high schools. For Boys Town, this 
marks the third Michael course. Graduates of the first two have reached 
major achievements, including Yishai Levi, who was a new immigrant to 
Israel when he was selected for BTJ’s Project Michael in 2010. Yishai was 
recently named the Exemplary Boys Town student of the Class of 2012.

“For the first time, I realized that I need to take myself in hand and go for 
the highest goals,” said BTJ student Amiel Chaimov, 15. “I now have more 
self-confidence and more tools to succeed than I’ve gotten in a lifetime.” 
Amongst those tools are such newly-acquired skills as speed reading, 
memory improvement, time management, decision-making, and positive 
thinking—plus a summary of the basics of nanotechnology, math, English, 
Internet, and music.

This broad range of knowledge was presented to the Boys Town Jerusalem 
students over their summer vacation in a dynamic, intensive 14-day, 
56-hour course. From the start, each student committed to the very 
strict requirements: to attend every single class, to arrive on time, and to 
complete 100% of all assignments. No excuses or extenuating circumstances 
could justify an absence, tardy arrival, or unfinished homework—and any 
breach meant automatic expulsion. With it all, every single Boys Town 
student completed the course.

Yosef Goldberger, 15, lives in Bet Horon, a one-and-a-half-hour journey 
to Boys Town. “I woke up at 5:45 AM every day in order to be able to 
complete my morning prayers, have some breakfast, and arrive at school 
in time for Project Michael,” he said. “From the very first session, I knew 
that I had entered an entirely new world. It was a hard world, but it soon 
became my obsession. One of the most essential things I learned was to 
start working right away, and not put things off. But above all, I learned the 
importance of independence and the ability to believe in myself.”  

Instructor Yisrael Shiran had high praise for the Boys Town Jerusalem 
“Project Michael” participants. “The fact that not one student failed is a 
great tribute to the remarkable efforts they made. Now is their time to face 
the future and aspire for excellence. I expect great things from them all!” 

BTJ Summer

A Boost for Life – Project Michael

BTJ Imports Canadian Love of Hockey
Eli Greenberg, Director of Extracurricular Activities, reports that hockey 
has become a new pastime for Boys Town Jerusalem students in the past 
several months and with the school year slated to begin soon, a surge of 
interest in the sport is expected.

“Of course, we are referring to in-line skating and roller hockey!” Eli stated 
recently. “So far, we have attracted forty boys, plus a group of members of 
our educational staff.” These afternoon and evening activities provide great 
opportunities for teachers and 
students to bond and develop 
great working relationships 
which will last a lifetime.

During the past year Eli has been 
teaching skating technique and 
hockey skills with his limited 
capacity of hockey knowledge. 

He purchased some basic equipment from his own money to get the 
program started. “We have a few roller blades to share, some bicycle 
helmets some sticks, pucks and some basic padding.” 
Canada is recognized as the centre of the hockey world so Canadian 
Friends of Boys Town Jerusalem would like to invite our friends to consider 
earmarking a special gift to support this extracurricular project. We seek 
to obtain the funding so that the school may purchase hockey helmets, 

shin and elbow guards, gloves, goalie 
equipment, decent hockey sticks and even 
some hockey pucks to satisfy a limited 
budget for the activity.

If you decide to support roller hockey 
as an afterschool activity at Boys 
Town Jerusalem, when making your 
contribution—please mark ‘hockey’ on 
your reply form.

Local Leaders Voice Support for Project
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After fifty years, one of Israel’s 
most distinguished, veteran 
judges can still recall the day 
that his education and future 
were transformed. “I was a 
youngster living with my 
parents and seven siblings 
in a makeshift immigrant 
camp in Beer Sheva, after 
emigrating from Morocco to 

the newly-established State of Israel,” said Judge Baruch Azoulai, deputy 
president of Israel’s Southern District Court. “In 1959, a rabbi arrived at 
the camp, searching for promising students to bring to Jerusalem to study 
in the Boys Town Jerusalem high school. I was among those selected, and 
from the moment my friends and I arrived at Boys Town, we embarked on 
a completely new odyssey. Ultimately, it gave me and my classmates the 
impetus to excel and make exceptional contributions to our nation,” the 
judge declared.

Judge Azoulai made his remarks to the 2012 graduating class of Boys Town 
Jerusalem at their recent commencement ceremony. Speaking to the new 
graduates and their parents, the judge cautioned the students, “You will 
certainly encounter problems and crises in your future, but you have been 
given the tools for a good life at Boys Town that will enable you to confront 
these challenges. It may be hard for you to acknowledge this today, but I 
speak from a different perspective, one where I can look back and see and 
appreciate what I took away from this school.”

At the ceremony, two graduates were cited for special awards. Both are 
recent immigrants from Iran who have been living and studying in Boys 
Town over the past few years. “Moshe” (names are confidential, to protect 
relatives remaining in Iran) was awarded a certificate of merit for his 
outstanding efforts in academic and community service activities. His 
classmate “Michael” was named Most Exemplary Student. According to 
Principal Rabbi Elimelech Ya’akov, “Michael’s academic achievements are 
nothing short of extraordinary. His bagrut (national matriculation exam) 
scores are in the 90s—and this is a student who did not know Hebrew 
when he arrived in Israel in 2008! Moshe and Michael’s outstanding 
characters and achievements give strength to all of Israel. They represent 
the best in Human Capital”

Boys Town Jerusalem’s Class of 2012 is now army-bound, with most of the 
students soon beginning their basic training for their upcoming compulsory 
service in the Israel Defense Forces. We know our Canadian friends wish 
them well.

Fifty Years Ago, A BTJ Student  
Israel’s Judge Baruch Azoulai Greets ‘12 Grads

Graduation featured Canada’s Friedman Award Winners  
Kfir Rahimov and Yakir Yohanan

Canadian Friends of Boys Town Jerusalem will be pleased 
to recognize important life cycle events. Send messages of congratulations; extend best 
wishes for a special birthday or anniversary; recognize promotions, retirement, get well 
and special moments in the lives of your family and friends. Send messages of condolences 
or recognize a yahrzeit. Cards and certificates are priced starting at $10.00 for which a 
charitable donation receipt will be issued. Proceeds of the sale of Honour/Tribute Cards 
benefit the Annual Scholarship Fund at Boys Town Jerusalem.  
Please call 416.789.7241, email btjcan@rogers.com or order on-line at www.btjcanada.org. 

Boys Town Jerusalem 

HonourTribute 
Cards
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The students, teachers and administration join 
Canadian Friends of Boys Town Jerusalem 

in wishing all of our friends in Canada 

a very  
Happy

New Year

New Chai Founder Welcomed
Jules Kronis, President of Canadian Friends of Boys 
Town Jerusalem, is delighted to welcome Joseph and 
Sarah Bogoroch as the most recent inductees to the 
Chai Founders Society at Boys Town Jerusalem in 
Israel. With their significant gift to the school, their 
names have been added to the Guela Ogden Tree of 
Life Wall in the main lobby at the school.

The Bogoroch family has been a friend of Boys Town 
for a long time. “I go back with Boys Town Jerusalem, 
and more significantly, with the Linchner family many 
years,” quipped Mr. Bogoroch. “You see,” he continued, 
“I was a young child, just a Bar Mitzvah, when I began 
studying at Yeshiva Torah Vodaath in New York. My 
Principal was Rabbi Alexander 
Linchner, z’tl, son in law of the 
Yeshiva’s founder Rabbi Shraga Feivel 
Mendolovitch.

“Rabbi Linchner took a personal 
interest in every student. He made me 
feel at home, made sure I studied and 
did my homework and maintained a 
close working relationship with my 
father.” stated Mr. Bogoroch. “He was 
a very tough Principal but we worked hard for him.”  

Rabbi Linchner made Aliyah in 1948 and founded Boys Town Jerusalem. 
Mr. Bogoroch has been following the work of Boys Town Jerusalem for 
many years. He explained that Rabbi Linchner, and later, his son, Rabbi 
Moshe Linchner have always been on the cutting edge—seeking the 
newest and best methods for educating young people. The philosophy of 
Boys Town Jerusalem follows the founding philosophy of Torah Vodaath, 

Torah im derech eretz, that is a strong Torah 
education coupled with an all-important 
secular education. “There is not a single 
student who has graduated from Boys 
Town Jerusalem who hasn’t developed a 
meaningful career and parnassah,” he added.

In closing, Mr. Bogoroch said, “I thank 
G-d for giving me the opportunity to do 
worthwhile deeds for the people and places 
that have meant so much to me in my life.” 
In addition to becoming a Chai Founder 
at Boys Town Jerusalem, Mr. Bogoroch 
recently completed an important major 

project at Brooklyn’s Torah Vodaath.

Canadian Friends of Boys Town Jerusalem are happy to welcome the 
Bogoroch’s to the Chai Founder Society. A reception is slated to take 
place in Toronto this Fall.


